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SUO MOTO DISCLOSURE UNDER SECTION 4 (1) 

OF   RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT 2015 

1. Organisation and Function 

1. 1 Particulars of its organisation, functions and duties [Section 4(1)(b)(i)] 

1. 1. 1 Name and address of the Organization 

   Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development 
(Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare) 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, 
Government of India, Calicut, Kerala- 673 005. 

   Phone : 0495 – 2369877 / 2765501 Fax: 0495- 2765777 
   email: spicedte@nic.in Website : www.dasd.gov.in 
 

1.1.2 Head of the organization  :  Dr. Homey Cheriyan, Director 
 
1.1.3 Vision, Mission and Key Objectives 
 

The Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, Calicut has the 
mandate for the development of spices, arecanut, a large group of aromatic 
plants and betel vine grown in the country at the National Level. The 
Directorate discharges the above function through the overall coordination of 
all the development activities implemented by different agencies like State 
Government Departments, State Agricultural Universities (SAU), ICAR 
Institutes etc. In addition, the Directorate undertakes implementation of 
certain critical programmes which are of vital importance int eh development 
process. 

 

The Directorate is responsible for coordinating and monitoring 
programmes under Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture 
(MIDH) to promote holistic growth of the horticulture sector in the country. 

 

 Assessment of the developmental needs of the mandate crops. 
 Formulation of Central Sector / Centrally Sponsored Schemes and 

implementation of the same either directly or through the State 
Governments, SAUs, ICAR Institutes etc. 

 Monitoring the implementation of Central Sector / Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes and coordinating the development activities. 

 Rendering technical assistance to State Governments and other agencies 
on commodity development programmes. 

 Collection and compilation of statistics of area, production, export, import, 
prices etc. and dissemination of the same to the Central and State 
Governments and other agencies. 

 Keeping liaison with the research institutes and extension agencies and 
acting as a two-way channel in the transfer of technology. 

 Undertaking the publicity and extension works relating to the arecanut, 
spices and aromatic crops 
 

 Assisting the Central and State Governments on all matters relating to the 
development of the commodities. 

mailto:spicedte@nic.in
http://www.dasd.gov.in/


Page 2 of 58  

 Accreditation of spices nurseries in the country to regulate the quality of 
planting materials 

 

Development Programmes 

Presently the Directorate is responsible for coordinating and monitoring of 
development programmes on spices under MIDH, which are being 
implemented in various States across the country. Besides, the Directorate is 
directly implementing the following programmes in association with SAUs and 
ICAR Institutes to supplement the efforts of the States. 

 

 Production and Distribution of Planting Materials of Spices 
 Accreditation of Spices Nurseries 
 Establishment of Nursery Centres for Spices and Aromatic Plants 
 Setting up of Seed Processing and Storage Infrastructure 
 Technology Dissemination through Frontline Demonstration 
 Organising National Seminars/Workshops/Training Programmes on 

Spices and Aromatic Plants 
 
Statistics 

The Directorate is the authority for collection, compilation and 
dissemination of statistics on spices and arecanut. The Directorate has been 
periodically publishing the statistics on area, production, productivity, prices 
and cost of cultivation of arecanut and spices. 

 
1.1.4 Functions and duties 
 
a) Development Section 

 
     Assessment of the production requirement to meet the domestic as well as 

export demand. 
 Identifying the development needs of the commodities and their potential centres  

of cultivation in the country. 
 Analyzing the constraints existing for attaining the required production level. 
 Formulation of suitable development programmes to attain the production levels 

set for different plan periods. 
 Execution of the programmes through different development agencies. 
 Overall monitoring of the development activities to ensure the achievements of 

targets set in the plan documents. 
 Setting up a linkage with development agencies, trade & marketing channels and 

research. 

 
b) Marketing, Economic Research & Statistics Section 

 
 Assessment of area and production of different commodities. Collection and 

compilation of data related to cost of production, price trend etc. 
 Over viewing the export demand, export trend and their contribution to the 

national economy. 
 Dissemination of the generated data to all the development agencies, traders, 

exporters etc. 
 

c) Publicity Section 
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 Publication of Indian Journal of Arecanut, Spices and Medicinal 
released on quarterly basis. 

 Transfer the technology evolved by research to the farming community, 
traders, exporters, etc through various effective extension methods. 

 Publication of different crop folders and other extension literature 
 Participation in Seminars / Workshops/ Exhibitions etc arranged at National 

/State/District level. 
 

d) Administration Section 

 
 Administrative and accounts matters connected with the normal 

functioning of the Directorate 
 
1.1.5 Organization Chart

 
 
1.1.6    Any other details-the genesis, inception, formation of the department 

and the HoDs from time to time as well as the committees/ 
Commissions constituted from time to time have been dealt  

The Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development (DASD) is a 
subordinate office under the Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare of 
Ministry of  Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Government of India. It was 
established on 1st April, 1966 at Calicut in Kerala to streamline the activities of 
production in respect of arecanut, spices and a group of aromatic plants at National 
level. Incumbent position of Head of Department (HoD) 
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S.No. Name Period 

From To 

1 Shri T.T.Poulose 01.06.1967 17.01.1975 

2 Dr.C.K.George 17.01.1975 08.10.1984 

3 Shri E.Velappan 08.10.1984 30.11.1995 

4 Shri M.Remold (i/c) 30.11.1995 20.04.1998 

5 Dr.M.Tamil Selvan (i/c) 20.04.1998 22.05.1998 

6 Dr.K.Sivaraman 22.05.1998 21.05.2002 

7 Dr.M.Tamil Selvan 21.05.2002 15.05.2012 

8 Dr.Homey Cheriyan 15.05.2012 till date 

 
1.2 Power and duties of its officers and employees [Section 4(1)(b)Iii)] 
1.2.1 Powers and duties of officers (administrative, financial and judicial) 
 

Director 
To attend all administrative and executive work connected with the development, 
cultivation, marketing, economic research and statistics, extension and publicity, etc., in 
respect of Arecanut, Spices and Aromatic plants in the country. Member of various 
Committees, working groups constituted by Govt. of India, Member of various Commodity 
Committees constituted by the Central and State Governments to look into the 
development aspects of crops dealt with by the Directorate. Rendering technical advice 
on crop development to Central and State Government, quasi- government organizations 
and to the public. National Coordinator on production and development of arecanut, 
spices and aromatic plants. 
 
Deputy Director 
Assisting the Director in planning and co-ordination of development of different crops dealt 
with by the Directorate. All work connected with development of arecanut, spices, betel 
vine & aromatic plants cultivated in India. Critical assessment of the developmental needs 
of the crops, area under cultivation, production, productivity, quality of produce, etc and 
formulation, implementation and monitoring of development schemes. Liaison with 
different Central and State Government Departments/Agencies and Autonomous 
Organizations concerned with crop development and to provide them necessary 
assistance and guidance in planning and implementing their own development 
programmes. Supervising work connected with Publications, establishment and 
administrative matters including accounts. All other works assigned by the Director. 
 
Assistant Director 
To assist Deputy Director and Director in the formulation and effective implementation of 
various development programmes pertaining to the crops dealt with by the Directorate. 
Monitoring the implementation of the Central and State Sector programmes on the 
crops concerned with the Directorate. To undertake periodical field visits to the scheme 
implementing centers for rendering technical guidance, arranging planting materials and 
various other inputs required for the programme and review of the progress of 
implementation. All other works assigned by the Director. 
 
Research Officer 
Assist Deputy Director and Director in Planning and conducting Economic Research and 
Statistical Studies on area production, cost of cultivation, price trends, etc., of arecanut, 
spices and aromatic plants. Supervision of routine work pertaining to collection, 
compilation and analysis of data on area production, all mandatory crops, conduct survey 
for forecast of pepper production and all matters pertaining to all crops in so far as they 
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relate to economic and research and statistics. All the works assigned by the Director. 
 

1.2.2 Powers and duties of other employees 
 
Superintendent 
Supervision of all works in Establishment, Accounts, and Administration Sections of the 
Directorate. Work related to recording and indexing, maintenance of office premises, files 
related to Confidential Dossiers of Officers and Staff, Vigilance and other confidential 
matters.  

 

Senior Technical Assistant 
Collection and compilation of progress reports, preparation of technical reports connected 
with crop development activities of spices and other crops dealt by the Directorate. 

 

Statistical Investigator 
Scrutiny, compilation, analysis and interpretation of statistical aspects of the crops. 
conducting field studies on cost of production, price structures, preparing fortnightly 
reports on area, production, productivity, etc. 

 

Junior Translation Officer 
To attend all translation works, conducts Hindi Workshop, Seminars, all work relates to 
Official Language Implementation Committee, to attend Hindi meetings, etc. 

 

Artist Photographer 
To prepare all publicity materials, including layouts, maps, charts, graphs, posters, 
boards, etc., required for the publication on arecanut, spices and also for exhibition and 
general distribution to the cultivators. To prepare photographs and other illustrations, etc., 
required for the pamphlets, journals, folders, etc. to be issued by the Directorate. 
Purchase and upkeep art and photographic materials and maintenance of stock register. 

 

Stenographer Grade-II 
To take dictation in shorthand and its transcription, fixing up appointments and if 
necessary cancelling them; screening the telephone calls and the visitors in a tactful 
manner; keeping an accurate list of engagements, meetings, etc. and reminding the 
officer sufficiently in advance for keeping them up; maintaining, in proper order, the papers 
required to be retained by the officer; keeping a note of the movement of all incoming & 
outgoing papers, files, etc., destroying by burning the stenographic                                record of the 
confidential and secret letters after they have been typed and issued; carrying out 
corrections to the Officers reference books and making fair copies of draft demi-official 
letters to be signed by the officer. 
 

Upper Division Clerk 

To work under the supervision of the Section-in-charge and is responsible for the work 
entrusted to him. Where the line of action on a case is clear or clear instructions have 
been given by the Section-in-charge or higher officers, he should put up a draft without 
much noting. In other cases, he will put up a note keeping in view the following points:. (i) 
to see whether all facts open to check, have been correctly stated; (ii) to point out any 
mistakes or incorrect statement of the facts; (iii) to draw attention, where necessary, to 
precedents or Rules and Regulations on the subject; (v) to bring out clearly the questions 
under consideration and suggest a course of action wherever possible. 

 



Page 6 of 58  

Lower Division Clerk 
Entrusted with work of routine nature, e.g. registration of Dak, maintenance of Section 
Diary, File Register, File Movement Register, indexing & recording, typing, comparing, 
photocopying, faxing, emailing, etc., despatch, preparation of arrears and other 
statements, supervision of correction of reference books and submission of routine and 
simple drafts, etc. 

 

Driver 

Driving the office Jeep. Proper cleaning and maintenance of car, maintenance of log book, 
records of petrol/consumption. Also responsible to get service/repair of vehicle under his 
direct supervision. 
 
Multitasking Staff 
Physical maintenance of records of the section, general cleanliness and upkeep of the 
section, carrying files and other papers within the building, photocopying, sending fax, 
assisting routine work like diary, dispatch etc. including work on computer, delivering of 
dak including outside the building, watch and ward duties, dusting of furniture, cleaning of 
building, fixtures, upkeep of parks, lawns, potted plants etc. 
 

1.2.3  Rules/orders under which powers and duty are derived and 
 
  Government of India, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Department of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, directions and orders issued by time to time. 
 
1.2.4 Exercised 
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1.2.5 Work allocation 

 
SL.No 

Name and Designation 
Work allotted 

1.  Dr. Homey Cheriyan, Director Head of Department and Director 

2.  Dr. Femina, Deputy Director On Deputation  

3.  Shri. Babulal Meena, Deputy 
Director 

Head of Office and overall control of Development 
section, Publicity section, Economics & Statistical 
section, Administrative Section, RTI, Hindi Section 
and DDO  
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4.  Smt. C. V. Divya, Asst Director. Looking after Development Section 

5.  Shri. K. Manoj Kumar, 
Research Officer 

Looking after Economics and Statistics Section & 
Computer Section 

6.  Shri C Shunmuga Sundaram, 
Superintendent 

Looking after Administrative section 

7.  Smt.K. Thejas Das, Senior 
Technical Assistant 

In charge of Development section and Nursery & 
Garden  

8.  Dr. P.N. Jyothi,  
Junior  Translation Officer 

Looking after Hindi section and publicity section  

9.  Shri.  C.F.Gedam,  
Artist Photographer 

Drawing and Artist , Photography and participating 
in exhibition and record clerk duty     

10.  Smt. M.K. Suma,  
Technical Assistant 

Technical Assistant duty in development section, 
Assist to STA  

11.  Smt. K. Ushakumari, Marketing 
Assistant 

Deployed in publicity section 

12.  Smt. K.S.Kanchana, Marketing 
Assistant 

Looking after Establishment section, Maintenance 
of Service Book , Leave , appointment, promotion, 
MACP  

13.  Smt Sruthi Sreekumar, 
Statistical Assistant 

Deployed in Economics & Statistical section, and 
dealing with computer section 

14.  Shri. P.Vinod Kumar, Technical 
Assistant 

Deployed in accounts section and dealing with Pay 
Bills, CEA, LTC, Travel Expenses claims  

15.  Shri. P.R. Anil Kumar, 
Stenographer Grade  II 

Assists Director and  to Deputy Directors and 
maintenance of General Section files RTI, Training 
correspondence, receipt and put up of official E-
mails and Annual Property return, Publication work 
and page setting of journals   and other 
publications 

16.  Shri. M.P. Unnikrishnan, 
Stenographer Grade  II 

PA to Director, and looking after duty in publicity 
section 

17.  Shri. P. Baiju, U.D.C Deployed in Accounts section and General section 
and dealing with Electricity, Water , Telephone bills 
and claims, night security and parting sweepers 
files, Receipt and despatch of Tapals  

18.  Shri Palash Kanti Mollick, 
U.D.C 

Deployed in Accounts section, performs as 
cashier, and dealing with budged section files   

19.  Shri. Srikumar. T., U.D.C Deployed in Development section, performs duty of 
Annual Action Plan, dealing with files related with 
schemes    

20.  Shri. Satish Kumar, LDC Temporarily attached with Ministry office at New 
Delhi.   

21.  Shri. Ranjith M , Staff Car 
Driver (O G) 

Staff Car Driver 
 
 
 

22.  Shri. E. Ajith Kumar, MTS Office attendant, peon duty, receipt and despatch 
of tapal from post office, office telephone duty and 
other duty allotted by superintendent  

23.  Shri. K. S. Santhos, MTS Office attendant, peon duty, receipt and despatch 
of tapal from post office, office telephone duty and 
other duty allotted by superintendent 
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24.  Shri. K. V. Chandran, MTS Office attendant, peon duty, receipt and despatch 
of tapal from post office, office telephone duty and 
other duty allotted by superintendent 

25.  Shri. Promoth Kumar.T, MTS Office attendant, peon duty, receipt and despatch 
of tapal from post office, office telephone duty and 
other duty allotted by superintendent 

26.  Shri. L. Sujeesh, MTS Maintenance of Garden and Nursery  

 
 
 
1.3 Procedure followed in the decision making process, including channels       of 

supervision and accountability [Section 4(1)(b)(iii)] 

For conducting its day to day business, the Directorate is following Functional File 
System and other standards operating procedures and practices as prescribed in the 
Manual of Office Procedure of the Government of India. Issues requiring decisions are 
examined on file by Sections concerned. The concerned file duly containing details of such 
examination and opinions recorded thereon during such examinations moves from 
Sections to Assistant Director/Research Officer/ Deputy Directors and Director where final 
decisions are taken. Wherever necessary, matters get referred to Ministry of Agriculture 
for further decisions. 

 

1.4 Norms for discharge of functions [Section 4(1)(b)(iv)] 

The Directorate has been entrusted with the responsibility of formulation, 
implementation either directly or indirectly, overall coordination and monitoring of 
programmes for the development of spices, Arecanut, betel vine and aromatic crops so as to 
complement the effort of State Governments and Union Territories to increase production 
and productivity of mandated crops and to improve the economic well-being of the farmers. 
This basic objective serves as the norm for the discharge of functions by this Directorate and 
is observed in formulation and implementation of programmes for attaining the improved 
levels of production and productivity of the crops entrusted with it. 
 
1.5 Rules, regulations, instructions, manuals and records, held by it or under its 

control or used by its employees for discharging its functions ; [Section 4(1)(b)(v)] 
CCS Rules, Instructions and Manuals issued by the Government of India periodically 

are followed. 
 
1.5.4 Transfer policy and transfer orders 
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1.6 Categories of documents that are held by it or under its control; 

[Section 4(1)(b)(vi)] 

Category A :  Not Applicable 
Category B : Title deed of office premises, PATTA issued by Government 

of Kerala.   
Category C : Establishment related documents 

(i) Service books of staff/employees 
(ii) Financial documents such as cash books. 
(iii) Files and records. 

 
1.7 Statement of boards, councils, committees and other bodies consisting of two 

or more persons constituted as its part or for the purpose of its advice, and as 
to whether meetings of those boards, councils, committees and other bodies are 
open to the public, or the minutes of such meetings are accessible for public; 
[Section 4(1)(b)(viii)] 

 
Not applicable 

 
1.8  Directory of its officers and employees [Section 4(1)(b)(ix)] 

 

S.No. Name Designation Phone No. Email 

1 Dr Homey Cheriyan Director 0495-2765501 spicedte@nic.in 

2 
Shri. Babulal Meena Deputy Director 

0495-2369877 babulal.meena30@gov.in 

3 
Smt. C.V. Divya Assistant Director 

0495-2369877 divya.cv@gov.in 

4 
Shri. K. Manojkumar Research Officer 

0495-2369877 manojkumar.karun@gov.in 

5 
Smt. K. Thejas Das Senior Tech Assistant 

0495-2369877 
thejas.das@gov.in 
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6 Shri. C. Shunmuga 

Sundaram 
Superintendent 

0495-2369877 shunmugha.sundaram@gov.in 

7 Dr. P.N. Jyothi 
Junior Translation 

Officer 

0495-2369877 drjyothi.pn@gov.in 

8 Smt. M.K. Suma Technical Assistant 
0495-2369877 suma.mk31@gov.in 

9 
Smt. Sruthi Sreekumar Statistical Assistant 

0495-2369877 sruthi.sreekumar@gov.in 

10 
Smt. K. Ushakumari Marketing Assistant 

0495-2369877 ushakumari.k@gov.in 

11 Smt. K.S. Kanchana Marketing Assistant 
 
0495-2369877 

kanchana.ks@gov.in 

 

12 
Shri. P.Vinod Kumar Technical Assistant 

 
0495-2369877 

vinodkr.p@gov.in 

 

13 
Shri. C.F. Gedam Artist Photographer 

 
0495-2369877 

gedam.cf@gov.in 

 

14 Shri. P.R. Anil Kumar Stenographer Gr. II 
 
0495-2369877 

anilkumar.pr@gov.in 

15 
Shri. M.P. Unnikrishnan Stenographer Gr. II 

 
0495-2369877 

unnikrishnan.mp@gov.in 

16 
Shri. P. Baiju Upper Division Clerk 

 
0495-2369877 

p.baiju32@gov.in 

17 
Shri. Palash Kanti Mollick Upper Division Clerk 

 
0495-2369877 

mollick.pk@gov.in 

18 Shri. T.Srikumar Lower Division Clerk 
 
0495-2369877 

srikumar.t@gov.in 

19 Shri. Sathish Kumar Lower Division Clerk 
 
0495-2369877 

satish.t54@gov.in 

    20   Shri. Ranjith M Staff Car Driver (OG)  0495-2369877 ranjithm.nair@gov.in 

21 Shri. E. Ajithkumar Multi-Tasking Staff 
 
0495-2369877 

ajithe.32@gov.in 

22 Shri. K.S. Santhos Multi-Tasking Staff 
 
0495-2369877 

santhos.ks@gov.in 

23 
Shri. K.V.Chandran Multi-Tasking Staff 

 
0495-2369877 

chandran.kv@gov.in 

24 Shri. L.Sujeesh Multi-Tasking Staff 
 
0495-2369877 

sujeesh.l@gov.in 

 
 
1.9 Monthly remuneration received by officers and employees, including the 

system of compensation [Section 4(1)(b)(x)] 
 
1.9.1 List of employees with Gross monthly remuneration 

 

Sl No Name of Employee Designation 
Pay level 

in Pay 

matrix 

Basic pay 

(Rs) 

Gross Monthly 

Remuneration 

(Rs) 

1 Dr Homey Cheriyan Director 12 112400 190064 

2 Shri Babulal Meena Deputy Director 11 88400 151664 

3 Smt. C.V Divya Assistant Director 10 63100 99826 

4 Shri. K. Manojkumar Research Officer 10 65000 104632 
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5 Smt. K. Thejas Das Senior Technical 
Assistant 

7 44900 76952 

6 Shri. C.Shunmuga 
Sundaram 

Superintendent 7 62200 104632 

7 Dr. P.N. Jyothi Junior Translation 
officer 

8 81200 135032 

8 Smt. M.K. Suma Technical Assistant 6 58600 98872 

9 Smt. Sruthi Sreekumar Statistical Assistant 5 35900 62552 

10 Smt. K. Ushakumari Marketing 
Assistant 

6 50500 85912 

11 Smt. K.S. Kanchana Marketing 
Assistant 

5 49800 83512 

12 Shri. C.F.Gedam Artist 
Photographer 

7 70000 117112 

13 Shri. P.R. Anil Kumar Stenographer 
Grade II 

7 62200 104632 

14 Shri. M.P. Unnikrishnan Stenographer 
Grade II 

6 83600 123824 

15 Shri. P.Vinod Kumar Technical Assistant 5 44100 75672 

16 Shri. P. Baiju Upper Division 
Clerk 

5 42800 73592 

17 Shri Palash Kanti Mollick Upper Division 
Clerk 

3 34300 54518 

18 Shri. Srikumar. T. Lower Division 
Clerk 

6 50500 85912 

19 Shri. Sathis Kumar Lower Division 
Clerk 

2 22400 37757 

20 Shri. M. Ranjith Staff Car Driver 
(OG) 

3 35000 61112 

21 Shri. E. Ajith Kumar Multi-Tasking Staff 3 36100 62872 

22 Shri. K. S. Santhos Multi-Tasking Staff 3 36100 61486 

23 Shri. K. V. Chandran Multi-Tasking Staff 2 32000 50552 

24 Shri.L.Sujeesh Multi-Tasking Staff 3 35000 61112 

 
 
1.9.2 System of compensation as provided in its regulations : 
 

Not applicable 
 

1.10 Name, designation and other particulars of Public Information Officers  
[Section 4(1)(b)(xvi)] 
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Appellate Authority: 
Dr. Homey Cheriyan,  
Director 
Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, 
Calicut 673005, Kerala. Phone - 0495-2765501, Fax- 
0495-2765777. 
Residence: 2 B, Royal Harmony, K.T.Gopalan Road, 
Kottooli, Calicut: Phone: 04952742888 
Mob:09495365854 

Central Public 
Information Officer 

 
Babulal Meena, 
Deputy Director, 
Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, Calicut 
673005, Kerala.  Phone - 0495-2369877, Fax- 0495-
2765777. Email : spicedte@nic.in 

Residence: House No.566/11, Meena Nivas, Meledath 
Paramba, Kaipurathpalam Road, Mokavoor, Eranhikkal 
P.O., Calicut 673 303. 

Deemed Central Public 
Information Officer 

Smt Divya, C.V., Assistant Director 
Shri. Manojkumar, K., Research Officer 

Shri C . Shunmuga Sundaram, Superintendent 
Dr P.N.Jyothi, Junior Translation Officer 
 

Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, 
Calicut 673005, Kerala. Phone - 0495-2369877, Fax- 
0495-2765777. 

 
1.11 No. of employees against whom Disciplinary action has been proposed/taken  

 [Section 4(2)] 
 
 
Nil 

 
1.12 Programmes to advance understanding of RTI  [Section 26] 
 

1.12.1  Educational programmes 
 
1.12.2  Efforts to encourage public authority to participate in these programmes 
 
1.12.3 Training of CPIO/APIO 
 
1.12.4 Update & publish guidelines on RTI by the Public Authorities concerned 
 
1.13 Transfer policy and transfer orders [F No.1/6/2011-IR dt.15.4.2013] 

 

mailto:spicedte@nic.in
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2. Budget and programmes 
2.1    Budget allocated to each agency including all plans, proposed expenditure and 

reports on disbursements made etc. 
 

DIRECTORATE OF ARECANUT & SPICES DEVELOPMENT  
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

 (Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare) 
 Calicut-5 

NON PLAN 

(Rupees) 

Particulars of Sub-Head and 
name of the scheme etc. 1/2401 

Sanctioned 
Budget for 

2022-23 

Total 
Expenditure up 

to Marh, 2023 for 
the Financial 
Year 2022-23 

1 2 3 

570101-Salaries 32,000,000  29,357,687 

570102-Wages 130,000  52,564 

570103-Overtime Allowance 0  0 

570106-Medical Treatment 600,000  133,699 
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570111-Domestic Travel Exp 1,650,000  1,646,079 

570113-Office Expenses 2,900,000  1,461,455 

570116-Publication 850,000  174,148 

570126-Advertising & Publicity 125,000  100,000 

570127-Minor Works 4,100,000  4,099,678 

5596-Swachhta Action Plan 200,000  25,000 

Total 42,555,000  37,050,310 
 
 

DIRECTORATE OF ARECANUT & SPICES DEVELOPMENT  
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 

 (Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare) 
 Calicut-5 

NON PLAN 

(Rupees) 

Particulars of Sub-Head and name of the 
scheme etc. 1/2401 

Sanctioned 
Budget for 

2023-24 

Total 
Expenditure 

upto 
December, 
2023 for the 

Financial 
Year 2023-24 

1 2 3 

570101-Salaries 18,500,000 1,77,08,819 

570102-Wages 220,000 0 

570106-Medical 600,000 1,16,691 

570107-Allowances 16,000,000 1,27,97,814 

570108-Leave Travel Concession 300,000 41,719 

570109-Training Expenses 100,000 15,447 

570110-Rewards 300,000 206,284 

570111-Domestic Travel Expenses 1,500,000 18,62,343 

570113-Office Expenses 1,300,000 9,96,365 

570114-Rent & Taxes for Land & Buildings  0 0 

570116-Printing & Publication 650,000 3,44,695 

570118-Rent for Others 0 0 

570119-Digital Equipment 400,000 1,54,087 

570121-Materials and Supplies 100,000 42,400 

570124-Fuels & Lubricants 175,000 1,07,073 

570126-Advertising  & Publicity 300,000 2,19,276 

570127-Minor Civil & Electric Works 2,400,000 2,087,000 

240128-Professional Service 0 5,500 

240129-Repair & Maintenance 250,000 81,639 

570139-Bank & Agency Charges 0 0 

570149-Other Revenue Expenditure 300,000 23,500 

579613-Swachhta Action Plan OE 200,000 58,391 
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Total 43,595,000 3,68,69,043 
 
2.2        Foreign and domestic tours (F.No.1/8/2012-IR dt.11.9.2019) 
 

Name : Dr Homey Cheriyan, Director, Directorate of Arecanut & Spices Development 
    West Hill P.O., Kannur Road, Kozhikode – 673 005, Kerala. 
 

S. No. (a) 
Places Visited 
(FROM Kozhikode (H.Q), 
Kerala : TO……………….) 

(b) 
Period of visit 

(d) 
Expenditure 
on the visit 

1 Chandgad (Maharashtra) 2nd to 6th April 2022 47,579 

2 New Delhi 17th to 20th April 2022 41,356 

3 New Delhi  24th to 26th April 2022 36,625 

4 New Delhi  1st to 3rd June 2022 31,985 

5 ICAR-CPCRI, Kasaragod.  
 

09/06/2022 1,000 

6 New Delhi  
 

12th to 15th June 2022 43,674 

7 Sikkim 21st to 24th June 2022  
 

27,928 

8 Periyakulam, Tamil Nadu 11th to 15th July 2022 13,340 

9 New Delhi and Uttar Pradesh 31st July 2022 to 4th August 2022  38,431 

10 New Delhi and Assam  22nd to 25th August 2022 40,984 

11 Nagaland 
 

19th to 25th September 2022 35,223 

12 CPCRI, Kasaragod and 
CAMPCO Office, Mangalore  

6th to 7th September 2022 2,000 

13 Mumbai 5th to 7th October 2022 14,435 

14 Ayodhya (UP) 13th to 15th October 2022 22,663 

15 Pune (Maharashtra); CPCRI, 
Kasaragod; and CAMPCO, 
Mangalore 

31st October to 4th November 
2022 

45,031 

16 New Delhi 13th to 16th Nov. 2022 47,982 

17 CPCRI, Kasaragod 28th to 29th November 2022 2,200 

18 New Delhi 13th to 16th December 2022 29,099 

19 CPCRI, Kidu (Karnataka) and 
CPCRI, Kasaragod  

18th to 23rd November 2022 18,335 

20 Agricultural & Horticultural 
Research Station, Sringeri 
(Karnataka) 

2nd to 5th January 2023 9,040 

21 New Delhi 13th to 15th February 2023 46,725 

22 CPCRI, Kasaragod 29th to 30th January 2023 1,700 

23 KAU, Thrissur  1st February 2023 1,000 

24 New Delhi 26th to 28th February 2023 7,065 

25 Mumbai 3rd to 5th March 2023 12,869 

26 New Delhi 26th to 29th March 2023 31,107 

 YEAR 2024   

    

1 New Delhi 14th to 16th May 2023 42,114 

2 Rajasthan 6th to 10th June 2023 18,995 

3 Kochi, Kerala 26th to 29th June 2023 3,700 

4 New Delhi 6th to 8th July 2023 31,318 

5 CPCRI, Kasaaragod 25th to 26th July 2023  2,700 

6 Karnataka 15th to 17th Aug. 2023 3,800 

7 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 4th to 7th October 2023  44,746 

8 Jammu & Kashmir 25th to 28th October 2023 39,973 
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9 Kochi 31st Oct. 2023 to 2nd  Nov. 2023 4,700 

10 CPCRI, Kasaragod 8th to 9th Nov. 2023 1,000 

11 CPCRI, Kasaragod 13th to 16th Nov. 2023 3,000 

12 Andhra Pradesh 17th to 18th Nov. 2023 18,714 

13 Nagaland 24th to 30th Nov. 2023 42,139 

14 Kothamangalam (Ernakulam 
Dist.) 

18th to 19th Dec, 2023 3,000 

    
 
 
2.3    Manner of execution of subsidy programmes [Section 4(i)(b)(xii)] 
 

The Directorate is responsible for coordinating and monitoring the overall activities 
on the development of Arecanut, spices and aromatic plants in the sixteen states selected 
for implementation of the MIDH programmes. In addition, the Directorate is directly 
implementing the nucleus planting material production programme of all the released 
spices and aromatic crops and supplying the same for large scale multiplication in the 
state department nurseries as approved under the Mission programme. The Directorate 
is also responsible for organizing a series of Transfer of Technology Programmes viz. 
National / State level Seminars, Workshops. These programmes are being implemented 
through State Agricultural Universities, ICAR (Indian Council of Agricultural Research) 
Institutions etc. Component wise programmes and its financial allocation are given below. 
 
 
2.4    Discretionary and non-discretionary [(grants (F.No.1/6/2011-IR dt.15.04.2013) 
 
 Not Applicable 
 
2.5    Particulars of recipients of concessions, permits of authorizations granted by the 

public authority [Section 4(1)(b) (xiii)] 
 
 Not Applicable 
 
 
 

2.6 CAG & PAC paras (F.No.1/6/2011-IR dt.15.4.2013) 
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3. Publicity and Public interface 
 
3.1    Particulars for any arrangement for consultation with or representation by 

the members of the public in relation to the formulation of policy or 
implementation there of  [Section 4(1)(b)(vii)] [F No 1/6/2011-IR dt. 15. 04. 
2013] 

 

Yes, consultations are held with the concerned stakeholders to implement the 
development programmes. 
 
3.2 Are the details of policies/decisions, which affect public, informed to them 

[Section 4(1)(c)] 
 
 The Directorate does not have public dealing or policies/decisions directly affecting 

public.  All relevant information of DASD activities is published on the website: 
https://www.dasd.gov.in/. Updated information on availability of spices planting material in 
accredited nurseries by DASD is published in https://spicenurseries.in/ for the benefit of 
general public, especially farmers. 
 
3.3 Dissemination of information widely and in such form and manner which is 

easily accessible to the public [Section 4 (3)] 

https://spicenurseries.in/
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 All the publications are available in the web site :  https://www.dasd.gov.in/ which 

can be accessed through internet. 
 
3.4 Form of accessibility of information manual/handbook  [Section 4(1)(b)] 
 Official Journal and other reports are published in printed format 

  
3.5 Whether information manual/ handbook available free of cost or not 
 

(i) Leaflets on cultivation of spices are published in English, Malayalam and 
Hindi and are all free of cost. 

(ii) Official Journal – Indian Journal of Arecanut Spices and Medicinal Plants 
is a quarterly journal. Annual subscription rate is Rs.200/- and Rs.50/- 
per copy, Three year subscription rate : Rs.500/-. 

 
4. E-governance 
4.1 Language in which Information Manual/Handbook available [F No.1/6/2011-

IR dt.15.4.2013] 
 English, Hindi and Malayalam 
 
4.2 When was the information annual/handbook last updated?  
 
 23-3-2023 

 
4.3 Information available in electronic form [Section 4(1)(b)(xiv)] 

 Yes, available in the official website. https://www.dasd.gov.in 

 
4.4 Particulars of facilities available to citizen for obtaining information 

[Section 4(1)(b)(xv)] 

 https://www.dasd.gov.in 
4.5 Such other information as may be prescribed under Section 4(i)(b)(xvii) 
 
4.5.1. Grievance redressal mechanism : 
 
 a. Central Public Grievances Redressal and Monitoring (CPGRAM)  
 

Dr. Homey Cheriyan, Nodal Officer (CPGRAM) & Director, 
Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development,  
(Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare)  
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,  
Government of India, Calicut, Kerala 
Phone : 0495 – 2369877 / 2765501 Fax: 0495- 2765777 
email: spicedte@nic.in Website : www.dasd.gov.in 

 
Dr. Femina, Part time Vigilance Officer & Deputy Director,  
Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, 
(Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare), 
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare,  
Government of India, Calicut, Kerala 
Phone : 0495 – 2369877 / 2765501 Fax: 0495- 2765777 
email: spicedte@nic.in Website : www.dasd.gov.in 

 
 
 

https://www.dasd.gov.in/
mailto:spicedte@nic.in
http://www.dasd.gov.in/
mailto:spicedte@nic.in
http://www.dasd.gov.in/
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4.5.2 Details of applications received under RTI and information provided 
 

A total number of 19 RTI receipts were received during January 2023 to 
December 2023.   Details shown in 4.6 

 
4.5.3 List of completed schemes/projects/programmes 

        Target 

S. 
No.  

Programmes Unit 
Cost per 

unit (Rs in 
Lakhs) 

Phy  
Fin    (Rs. in 

lakhs        

I Production and Distribution of  nucleous  Planting Materials of spices 

1 Black Pepper / Betelvine Nos in lakhs 8.00 23.1000 184.8000 

2 Ginger rhizomes Qty in tones 0.30 122.6500 36.7950 

3 Ginger Protray seedlings Nos in lakhs 1.20 4.7400 5.6880 

4 Turmeric rhizomes Qty in tones 0.30 584.0000 175.2000 

5 Turmeric protray seedlings Nos in lakhs 1.20 12.0500 14.4600 

6 Chilli seeds Qty in (qtls) 0.75 42.5000 31.8750 

7 Seed spices Qty in tones 0.40 187.0000 74.8000 

8 Garlic Qty in tones 0.50 72.5000 36.2500 

9 Bush Pepper Nos in lakhs 40.00 0.5615 22.4600 

10 Tree spices grafts /seedlings         

i.   Nutmeg grafts (Plagiotropic) Nos in lakhs 80.00 0.6050 48.4000 

ii.   Nutmeg grafts (Orthotropic) Nos in lakhs 140.00 0.0625 8.7500 

iii Tamarind / Kokum grafts Nos in lakhs 20 1.5800 31.6000 

iv Clove /Allspice seedlings Nos in lakhs 20 0.2675 5.3500 

v 
Cinnamon /Cassia /Curry leaf seedlings 

Nos in lakhs 5 4.1255 20.6275 

vi Cinnamon seedlings Air layers Nos in lakhs 25 0.1500 3.7500 

11 Aromatic Plants Ha. 0.75 64.0000 48.0000 

12 
Nursery Centre for spices and  Aromatic 
Plants Nos 15 3.0000 45.0000 

13 
Upgradation of spice nurseries up to 10 

lakhs/4ha 
LS 10.000 35.000 

14 
Seed processing and storage infrastructure 

10 lakh/unit 10 20.000 200.000 

  Sub Total       1028.8055 

II Accreditation of spice nurseries LS   25 3.000 

a 
Establishment of L cardamom nursery 

LS   1 7.500 

III Technology Dissemination through Frontline Demonstration  

      

a Organic farming in spices Nos in ha 0.60/1.00 55.000 55.000 

b Demonstration plots of seed spices Nos in ha 0.4 85.000 34.000 
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c 
Demonstration plots of aromatic plants 

Nos in ha 0.8 53.000 42.400 

d 
On farm management by drip irrigation 

Nos in ha LS 49.000 22.450 

e 
Demonstration of Entomopathogenic 
nematode in Arecanut Nos in acre LS 4.000 4.740 

f 

Demonstration of integrated mgt of 
inflorescence dieback disease in Arecanut Nos in acre LS 3.000 4.250 

g 

Establishment of FLDs on Participatory 
Demonstration of Cinnamon intercropping 
in coconut 

Nos in Acre LS 30.000 27.670 

h 

Establishment of FLD on improved organic 
technology for increasing the yield and 
quality of Mundu chilli 

Nos in  acre LS 6.000 6.000 

i 

Maintenance of FLDs on Participatory 
Demonstration of Cinnamon intercropping 
in coconut  

  LS   2.050 

j 

Maintenance of FLDs on Participatory 
Demonstration of Cinnamon intercropping 
in coconut in states   LS   30.960 

  Sub Total       229.520 

IV Innovative project based programmes   

i 

Establishment of Microrhizome based 
disease free Ginger seed production facility 
in different states 

Nos LS 3.000 15.000 

ii 

Demonstration of disease free ginger seed 
production using microrhizomes and IDM at 
multiple locations 

LS     8.750 

iii 
Establishment of essential Oil Distillation 
Unit Nos 5 3.000 15.000 

iv 

Rejuvenation of Cochin Ginger and Alleppey 
Finger Turmeric for export promotion   LS   10.000 

v 
Establishment of Temperature and Relative 
Humidity Controller Unit Nos LS 1.000 3.200 

vi 

Establishment of FLD for Identification and  
Genetic Purification of Byadgi Chilli Cultivars   LS   24.200 

vii 
Crop survey in seed spies to assess the 
production aspects   LS 1.000 5.000 

  Sub Total       81.150 

V Pgmes based on recommendation of National Scientific 
Committee on Arecanut development 

      

a. 

Conduct of Brainstorming Session on "Effect 
of Arecanut Consumption on Human Health LS   1.000 8.250 
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b. 
Value Chain Analysis of Arecanut in India: A 
Pilot study LS   1.000 4.950 

  Sub Total       13.200 

VI Establishment of Bio control Lab   LS   90.000 

VII Transfer of Technology programmes       

a. National Seminar Nos 5 1.00 5.00 

b. State Level Seminar Nos 3 6.00 18.00 

c. District Level Seminar Workshops Nos 2 18.00 36.00 

d. Farmers Training programme Nos 0.75 145.00 108.75 

  Sub Total       167.750 

VIII 
T S G (Monitoring, Evaluation, Mass Media, 
Publicity etc)  

    LS 15.000 

IX Mission Management     LS 52.07450 

  GRAND TOTAL   1688.00 

 

S.No Implementing Agencies  

1 Agriculture University, Jodhpur,Rajasthan 

2 Agriculture University, Kota, Rajasthan 

3 Anand Agricultural University,Gujarat 

4 Assam Agricultural University,Assam 

5 Banda Agricultural University, Uttar Pradresh 

6 Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswa Vidhyalaya,West Bengal 

7 Birsa Agricultural University,Jharkhand 

8 C C S Haryana Agricultural University,Haryana 

9 C S Azad Agricultural University,Uttar Pradresh 

10 
Central Agricultural University,Imphal/Sikkim/Manipur/COH Pasighat 
AP/Nagaland 

11 Centre for Water Resources Development & Mgt, Kerala 

12 Dr. Balasaheb Sawant Konkan Krishi Vidyapeeth, Dapoli, Maharashtra 

13 Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh Krishi Vishwavidyalaya, Akola, Maharashtra 

14 Dr. Yashwant Singh Parmar University of Horticulture & Forestry, Solan, HP 

15 Dr. YSR Horticultural University, Andhra Pradesh 

16 ICAR-Central Island Agriculture Research Institute, Port Blair 

17 ICAR-Central Planation crop research Institute, Kasargod/Vittal/Kahikuchi 

18 ICAR - Central Arid Zone Research Institute/Bhuj 

19 ICAR-Directorate of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants Research, Anand 

20 ICAR - Indian Institute of Spices Research, Calicut, Kerala/Appangala 

21 ICAR - Central Coastal Agriculture Research Institute, Goa 

22 ICAR-National Research Centre for Seed Spices,Ajmer,Rajasthan 

23 Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwaviayalaya, Raipur, Chhattisgarh 

24 Jawaharlal Nehru Krishi Vishwavidyalaya, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh 

25 Junagadh Agricultural  University,Gujarat 
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26 Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur, Kerala 

27 Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth , Rahuri,Maharashtra 

28 Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture and Technology, Udaipur 

29 Nagaland Central Agricultural University, Nagaland 

30 Narendra Deva University of Agriculture and Technology,Ayodhya 

31 Navsari Agricultural University,Gujarat 

32 Orissa University for Agriculture and Technology, Orissa 

33 Punjab Agricultural University,Ludhiyana,Punjab 

34 Rajendra Agricultural University,Bihar 

35 Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia Krishi Vishwa Vidyalaya,Gwalior,Madhya Pradesh 

36 Regional Science Centre & Planatarium,Kozhikode 

37 Sardar Khrushinagar Dantiwada Agriculture University, Jagudan, Gujarat 

38 Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel University of Agriculture and Technology,Meerut 

39 
Sher-e-Kashmir University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology of 
Kashmir, Srinagar  

40 Sri Karan Narendra Agriculture University, Jobner, Rajasthan 

41 Sri Konda Laxman Telangana State Horticultural University, Telangana 

42 Tamil Nadu Agricultural Univesity, Coimbatore 

43 University of Agricultural and Horticultural Sciences, Shimoga 

44 University of Agricultural  Sciences, Bangalore 

45 University of Agricultural Sciences Dharwad 

46 University of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur 

47 University of Horticulture Sciences, Bagalkot, Karnataka 

48 Uttar Banga Agricultural Univesity,West Bengal 

49 Uttarakhand University of Horticulture & Forestry  

50 Vasantrao Naik Marathwada Agriculture University, Parbhani, Maharashtra 

51 Attappady Co – Operative Farming Society Ltd. ACF Agali 

52 M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation ,Waynad 

53 State Horticulture Department, Jharkhand  

54 State Horticulture Department, Karnataka 
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4.5.4 List of completed schemes/projects/programmes underway 
 

  Production and distribution of quality planting materials  

o Production of nucleus planting materials  of spices , aromatic plants & betelvine 

o Seed processing and storage infrastructure 

o Small nurseries / model Nursery for spices 

o Accreditation of Spice Nurseries 

o Upgradation of Spice Nurseries 

o Establishment of Large cardamom Nurseries  

 Technology Dissemination Through Frontline Demonstration 

 Promotion of IPM/INM (Establishment of Biocontrol lab) 

 Transfer of Technology Programmes 

o National /State / District level seminar / workshops 

o Farmers’ training programmes  

o Skill Development Programme 
 

 
4.5.5 Details of all contracts entered into including name of the contractor, 

amount of contract and period of completion of contract 
 
Procurement through GeM in the Financial Year 2023-24 
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Sl. 
No. 

Items Purchased  Amount 
(Rs.) 

Gem Contract No. Remarks 

1. Printer Tonner 2 
Nos( T-2309A) 

8024.00 511687765401837 
dated 13/4/2023 

Wellcare solution , 
Calicut 

2. Photo copy paper A4 
size 75 Nos 

23137.50 511687735726271 
dated 8/5/2023 

St Francis desder 
press , Ernakulum 

3. Faber castell stamp 
pad 20 nos 

  719.80 511687745924704 
dated 9/5/2023 

Bhagmal Jain & Sons, 
Delhi 

4. Steam line paper 
clips 25 Nos 

 2750.00 511687724250272 
dated 9/5/2023 

YN Enterprises 
Ernakulam 

5 Britelite LED 5 – 
Torch light 

 3120.00 511687736082418 
dated 11/5/2023 

High seas 
international 
Ernakulam  

6 Lizol floor cleaner 
30 Nos 

 2999.70 511687707101775 
dated 17/5/2023 

Kartik Enterprises , 
Mumbai 

7 Printing of Annual 
Report 

48510.00 5116877    dated 

2/6/203     
Premorinto graphics, 
New Delhi 

8. File covers 1000 Nos 13750.00 51168779721811 
dated 15/6/2023 

Volterk systems 
Meerut 

9. Tonner 5100.00 511687757882277 
dated 01/08/2023 

KVR System  

10. Printing of Journals  37380.00 511687745789559 
dated 08/8/2023 

Sai Art Graphics, Delhi 

11. AMC laptop 2007.00 511687744319577 
dated 5/8/2023 

Datson Enterprises , 
Calicut 

12 AMC printers-2 4015.00 511687782337348 
dated 5/8/2023 

Datson Enterprises , 
Calicut 

13 AMC Desktop-6 9036.00 511687710692083 
dated 5/8/2023 

Datson Enterprises , 
Calicut 

14 AMC Desktop-9 13555.00 511687765401837 
dated 5/8/2023 

Datson Enterprises , 
Calicut 

15 Night Security 
Service 

237754.00 511687793522587 
dated 25/8/2023 

SA India Ltd New 
Delhi 

16 Part time sweepers 
service 

207486.00 511687747327322 
dated 25/8/2023 

Lion Protective Force , 
Trivandram 

17 Project Consultant 402105.00 511687755114384  M/S AASIM Traders, 
Rampur , U.P 

18 Tonner Richo MP 
(2014) S Black 

4464.00 511687766235056  Aiswarya systems 
Pathanamthitta 

19 Laptop ACER 70000.00 511687792585667 AMSTER Busness 
Corps, Malapuram 

20 Harpic Toilet 
Cleaner 

2400.00 511687726759166  B K Enterprises, 
Mumbai 

21 Desktop Computer 2 
Nos Acer 

117851.58 511687746147660 M/S ASTRIX 
INFONET, U.P 

22 Scanner Cannon 89000.00 511687737411128 KVR System, Calicut 
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4.5.6 Annual Report  
RTI information has been published in Annual Report of 2021-22 at page No.4. 
(https://www.dasd.gov.in/adminimage/dasd_ann_report21_22.pdf). 

 
4.5.7 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
 As mostly information is disclosed in the suo-moto disclosure, there are no 
frequently sough information under RTI 
 

4.5.8 Any other information such as –  

(a) Citizen’s Charter,  

Citizen’s Charter already available in the DASD official web site (bilingual): 

https://www.dasd.gov.in/adminimage/citizen-charter-dasd-1-9-2016.pdf (English) 

https://www.dasd.gov.in/index.php/content/index/citizen-charter-hindi-version. 

 

(b) Result Framework Document (RFD)  

 
 

 

 

4.6 Receipt & Disposal of RTI applications & appeals [F.No.1/6/2011-IR 
dt.15.04.2013] 

 

Year No of application 
received under RTI 

No. of Reply submitted 

2023 (January to December) 19 19 

 
S.No. Recpt. 

No. 
RTI Query No. / Date RTI Query 

1 1 (R) DOASD/R/E/23/00001 
dated 20.1.2023 

Is there any facility for certification of seeds by the government to 
maintain quality of seeds. 
Is there any facility for an Individual farmer to get his seeds tested 

S.No

Name of the 

Scheme/Sub 

scheme

Financial 

Outlay 

2023 - 24 Output deliverables against the outlay 2023-24
• Production of nucleus planting materials of Spices &

Aromatic Plants

o Number of QPM produced in lakhs:   48 lakhs

o Number of QPM produced in Tonnes: 1008 tons

o Area covered in ha : 64 ha

o Establishment of Seed processing and storage

infrastructure: 20 Nos

o Est.Small nurseries / model Nursery for spices: 3 Nos

o Accreditation of Spice Nurseries - 6  Nos

o Up gradation of Spice Nurseries: 10 Nos

o Establishment of Large cardamom Nurseries at North

eastern states: 3 Nos

• Transfer of Technology Programmes

o National /State / District level seminar / workshops

o Farmers’ training programmes 

o o Skill Development Programm

1

• Technology Dissemination Through Frontline Demonstration

o Established 190 ha demonstration plot

• Promotion of IPM/INM (Establishment of Biocontrol lab)

o Bio control lab being constructed at Rajasthan for mass 

multiplication and commercial production of bio control 

agents to cater to the needs of the farming community.

Established demonstration plots in 

Spices and aromatic plants to 

demonstrate latest developed 

technologies.

Around 12,000 farmers were given 

training on different aspects of 

cultivation, management, post-

harvest management and 

processing of spice/Aromatic  

crops.

Produced and distributed planting 

materials of high yielding varieties 

in spices with quality attributes 

having high demand for export. 

This will significantly contribute to 

the improvement in production of 

quality spices and would facilitate 

in sustaining export earnings  in 

the country

Projected medium term outcome

16.88 CroreMIDH

https://www.dasd.gov.in/adminimage/dasd_ann_report21_22.pdf
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before sowing.  Is any cost involved. 

Reply RTI request forwarded to National Seeds Corporation Ltd.,  

2 3 (R) DOASD/R/E/23/00002 
dated 31.1.2023 

Is there any facility for certification of seeds by the government to 
maintain quality of seeds. 
Is there any facility for an Individual farmer to get his seeds tested 
before sowing.  Is any cost involved. 

Reply RTI request forwarded to National Seeds Corporation Ltd.,  

3 5 ( R) DOASD/R/E/23/00003 
dated 4.3.2023 

I am 67 years widow lady, my registration number UP154762754, 
aadhar number - 204652846848, registered mobile number- 
9548658202. I am approaching to various concerned authorities to 
release all due pm kisan samman nidhi installments and 
installments are still to be credited. I have already fulfilled required 
process. I have already linked my aadhar number with bank 
account. On knowing beneficial status through the site it is showing 
that my aadhar number de-seeded from NPCI mapper by bank, 
customer to contact his/her bank. In this regard, on requiring from 
bank officials, they told that all necessary process already done by 
bank. This is only a harassment of a widow lady and senior citizen 
of India. Please provide the following information under RTI Act 
2005- (1) Please provide the actual reason for not releasing all due 
pm kisan samman nidhi installments. (2) Please provide the name 
of concerned department due to which installments are still pending 
after lapse of two years. (3) When will the due installments be 
released? Please provide the requested information within time 
frame. 
 

Reply Madam, as the information sought by you is not dealt by this Directorate, your RTI request has been 
forwarded to Shri Pramod Kumar Meherda, Joint Secretary & CEO-PMKISAN, Department of Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare, Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi-110001. 
 

4 7(R) DOASD/R/E/23/00002 
Dated 10.3.2023 

Give me information on , 1.Production of Arecanut in the Country 
from 2010-11 to 2022-23 year wise. 2.Average Price of Arecanut in 
the Country from 2010-11 to 2022-23 in Karnataka yearwise. 
3.Total Arecanut imported in the Country from 2010-11 to 2022-23 
Year wise. 4.Total Arecanut Crop Cultivated Area in the Country 
from 2010-11 to 2022-23 State wise and Year Wise. 

Reply 
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5 9(R) RTI Application 
forwarded from MA&FW 
DOA&C/r/T/23/00098 
dated 27.2.2023 

Complete cost of production of turmeric crop per acre in the country 
including family labour, land rent, land preparation, seeds cost, 
seed treatment charges, recommended fertilizers, pest and disease 
management, weeding, irrigation, interval earthing and fertilizers 
application cost, harvesting, drying, polishing and packing charges 
with certified copies 
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Reply 

 
6 11(R) DOASD/R/E/23/00005 

Dated 7.4.2023 
1.Please provide copy of the name of Laboratory Test by which 
country of origin of Arecanut (Betel Nut) be ascertained. 2. Also 
provide copy the Laboratory Test Method, Process, Procedure, 
Equipment /apparatus used etc. to ascertain country of origin of 
Arecanut (Betel Nut). 

Reply There is no standard methodology available at present to determine the country of origin of Arecanut 
through laboratory test. 

7. 13(R) DOASD/R/E/23/00006 
Dated 11.6.2023 

Please provide liquidator name and address of navjivan credit 
cooperative society limite. 

Reply This information is not available in this Directorate 

8. 15(R) DOASD/R/E/23/00007 
Dated 11.9.2023 

Who is the head of this Public Authority 

Reply Dr.Homey Cheriyan, Director, Directorate of Arecanut & Spices Development is the Head of this Public 
Authority. 

9. 17(R)  
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10 19(R) DOASD/R/E/23/00008 
Dated 19.9.2023 

To The CPIO/ Arecanut Research and Develoment Foundation 
Manglore. Sub: information under RTI act 2005 Respected Sir Vide 
letter no ARDF/CUS/GKP/19-20/235 dtd 04/06/2019, the Executive 
Director Areca nut Research and Development Foundation 
Manglore has forwarded the test report pertaining to the origin of 
the country (the said areca nut was seized by the Gorakhpur 
Customs Division, loaded in the truck no UP35T 3672.) to the 
Gorakhpur customs/ Lucknow customs Again in the case of , vide 
report no ARDF /CUS/GKP/19-20/421 dtd 27/06/2019 , the 
Executive Director Areca nut Research and Deveploment 
Foundation Manglore has provided the report pertaing to the origin/ 
country of origin of the arecanut seized by the Gorakhpur Customs 
Division loaded in the truck no HR55K 9923. Both the cases were 
booked by the Gorakhpur Customs Division For, the above two 
cases, copies of the report forwarded in both the cases may kindly 
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be provided and the applicant is ready to pay the RTI requisite fee, 
if any, for the sought for information / documents. 

Reply  Request has been forwarded to Arecanut Research & Development Foundation, Mangalore. 
A copy of the letter is attached herewith. You are requested to contact them directly. 

11 21 (R) DOASD/R/E/23/00009 
Dated 27.9.2023 

Dear Central Public Information Officer, Please Share the following 
information: 1. How many RTI were filed in this Public Authority in 
the Calendar Year 2022 (1 Jan 2022 to 1 Dec 2022) Please reply 
to this RTI Application within stipulated time in case of failure to 
furnish the above information, you are liable for the penalties U/s.20 
of the Right to Information Act, 2005. It is also requested you to 
send the RTI reply by post as this RTI Portal not working properly 
to view the RTI Reply in this Portal. 
 

Reply Total Number of 22 RTI were filed in this Public Authority in the Calendar Year 2022 (1st Jan, 2022 to 
31st Dec. 2022). As per your request, the same reply is being posted to your postal address. 

12 22(R) DOASD/R/E/23/00010 
Dated 29.9.2023 

Provide me state-wise and district-wise details on the production 
and area of cultivation of Arecanut in India from 2000-01 to 2022-
23. 

Reply 
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13 

26(R) 

DOASD/R/E/23/00011 
Dated 24.10.2023 

Dear Central Public Information Officer, Please Share the following 
information: 1. How many RTI were filed in this Public Authority in 
the Calendar Year 2019 (1 Jan 2019 to 1 Dec 2019). Please reply 
to this RTI Application within stipulated time in case of failure to 
furnish the above information, you are liable for the penalties U/s.20 
of the Right to Information Act, 2005. It is also requested you to 
send the RTI reply by post as this RTI Portal not working properly 
to view the RTI Reply in this Portal. 

Reply The Directorate replied to seven RTI requests during the calendar year 2019. 
 

14 

28(R) 

DOASD/R/E/23/00012 
Dated 31.10.2023 

I am a ex servicemen who is currently dealing in Arecanut farming.  
I have some query regarding selling of fresh Arecanut in PAN India. 
(1) Is selling of domestic fresh Arecanut is illegal/ 
(2) What license is required for selling fresh Arecanut product and 
where can I obtain? 
(3) is GST applicable for fresh Arecanut, is so then what is the rate? 

Reply 1. Selling of fresh Arecanut is not illegal as far as the information available in this Directorate. 
2. No license is required for selling fresh Arecanut as far as the information available in this 

Directorate 
3. Ministry of Finance, Govt. of India has exempted the fresh Arecanut product from Central Goods 

and Services Tax Act vide Notification No.2/2017-Central Tax (Rate). 

15 

29 (R) 

DOASD/R/E/23/00013 
Dated 4.11.2023 

To The CPIO Arecanut Research& Development 
Foundation(R) Varanasi Towers, Mission Street Manglore 
575001 Respected Sir Sub: Information under RTI ACT 
2005 Respected Sir Kindly provide the copy of the test report 
forwarded by your good offices during the period of 2018 to 
2022, pertaining to examination / verification of the country 
of origin/ place of origin, of the arecanut, forwarded by the 
Customs Hqr Lucknow and the division offices namely 
Cusoms Division Gorakhpur , varanasi , Bareli, sonauli ( for 
the examination of the country of origin , place of origin of 
the arecanut). It has been noticed that in the matter of M/S 
Maa Vaishno Traders,M/s T.N. Enterprises (all),M/s 
Ramengmawii(all) ,M/s Maa Gouri Traders, M/s Govind And 
Company, M/S Monjurul Haque Laskar, M/S Gungun 
Traders, M/s Sri Bikash Sarma,M/s Vaishno Trading, M/s 
Roshni Traders for the verification of origin of country of the 
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Arecanut seized by the Customs offices Lucknow and its 
different organization ( Customs Division Gorakhpur, 
Varanasi , Barelli , Sonauli), has been examined. Kindly 
provide the test report forwarded by your good offices in 
above said referred matters. Since, this issue is in the 
interest of the public as on the basis of your test report, the 
proceedings has been dropped causing huge loss of the govt 
revenue and any denial of the report/ information will cause 
further loss of the govt revenue. Further, this issue is related 
to quasi judicial matter, hence cannot be denied. The 
applicant is ready to pay the requisite RTI fee for the purpose 
of the disclosure of the above said information / documents. 
With regards Yours Faithfully Binod Kumar Gupta 

Reply Letter forwarded to The President, Arecanut Research& Development Foundation(R) Varanasi 
Towers, Mission Street Mangalore 575001 

16 

32(R) 

DOASD/R/E/23/00014 
Dated 17.11.2023 

I need to know about the benefits given for the areca nut 
damaged tress where we get plants in lesser price and 
fertilizers for the benefits of the plant. Who can we get 
pepper plants in lesser price to grow it with arecanut. What 
benefits are given by government to arecanut farmers. 

Reply  
1. I need to know about the benefits given for the Arecanut damaged trees 

where we get plants in lesser price and fertilizers for the benefits of the plant 
 
Ans: The Directorate does not implement any programme for replacement of 

damaged arecanut trees and supply of seedlings fertilizers. However the 

programmes on arecanut are usually implemented by the State Horticulture 

Department. Therefore you may kindly contact your local level Horticulture 

officer for details. 

 
2. Who can get pepper plants in lesser price to grow it with arecanut?  What 

benefits are given by Government to arecanut farmers? 
 
Ans: This Directorate has raised limited number of black pepper cuttings, 
which is available at subsidized rate. 

 

17 33(R) RTI query forwarded from food safety and Standars Authority of India, M/o Health & Family 
Welfare (Deptt. Of Science and Standards), New Delhi 
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Reply 

 
18 

38(R) 

DOASD/R/E/23/00015 
Dated 21.11.2023 

What are the recent programs or schemes implemented, 
budget allocated with regard to the development of Areca nut 
and spices developments. What are the recent reports or 
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studies conducted with regard to the same? 

Reply 

 
 

19 

40(R) 

DOASD/R/E/23/00016 
Dated 15.12.2023 

Dear Central Public Information Officer, Please Share the 
following information: 1. How many RTI were filed in this 
Public Authority in the Calendar Year 2017 (1 Jan 2017 to 
31 Dec 2017). 

Reply 
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4.7 Replies to questions asked in the parliament [Section 4(1)(d)(2)] 
 

Total 46 parliament questions were received and replied between 1-1-2023 to 31-12-
2023. 

 
Questions pertaining to RED CHILLI 
 

S.No. 

Parliament Question No. (Lok 
Sabha/Rajya Sabha) 
Starred/Unstarred No.  
 Letter from 

Brief of 
Questions Action Taken 

1 Rajya Sabha Starred 
Q.Dy.No.U3305 due for answer 
on 24.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
17-3-2023 

Spice Part at 
Nizamabad 

Inputs provided to 
the Ministry 

2 Lok Sabha Unstarred Diary 
No.,885 due for answer on 
5.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
28.11.2023 
 

Production of 
Spices 

Inputs provided to 
the Ministry 

3 Lok Sabha Question 
Dy.No.1595 due for answer on 
6.12.2024 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.28.11.2023 
 

Cardamom Board Inputs provided to 
the Ministry 

 
 
General Matters, Medicinal and Aromatic plants, Saffron 

1 Lok Sabha Provisionally 
admitted starred question 
By.No.1776 due for answer on 
7.2.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt.3.2.2023 
 

Farmers issues Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

2 Rajya Sabha admitted 
Question dy.No.S788 due for 
answer on 3.2.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
24.1.2023 
 

Saffron Cultivation at 
Lebong Valley of 
Darjeeling Hills 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

3 Lok Sabha Provisionally 
Admitted Starred/Unstarred 
Q.No.2179 due for answer on 
14.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
9.3.2023 
 

Development of 
Horticulture 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

4 Rajya Sabha Provisionally 
Admitted Question Diary 
No.U3056 due for answer on 
17.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
10.3.2023 
 

Schemes/programmes 
for skill development 
and training of farmers 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

5 Lok Sabha Unstarred Question 
No.2211 due for answer on 
14.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.10.3.2023 
 

Spreading Awareness 
among the Farmers 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

6 Rajya Sabha 
Starred/unstarred Question 
Dy.No.S5360 due for answer 
on 24.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.14.3.2023 
 

Saffron Production in 
Andhra Pradesh 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

7 Rajya Sabha 
Starred/Unstarred Question 
Diary No.S4088 due for 
answer on 24.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
16.3.2023 
 

Throwing of onion due 
to falling prices 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 
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8 Question No.261  Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.16.3.2023 
 

Development of North 
Eastern region 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

9 Private Members Resolution in 
Lok Sabha 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
16.3.2023 
 

MSP for cash crops 
and spices crops 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

10 Unstarred Lok Sabha Question 
No.4418 for answer on 
28.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.22.3.2023 
 

Erron in bank accont 
and Aadhaar data 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

11 Rajya Sabha unstarred 
admitted question No.3391 
due for answer on 31.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
27.3.2023 
 

Saffron cultivation in 
Lebong valley of 
Darjeeling hills 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

12 Lok Sabha unstarred Diary 
No.12994 due for answer on 
28.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.20.3.2023 
 

Cumin Seed 
cultivation and 
production 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

13 Rajya Sabha provisionally 
admitted question Dy.No.S820 
due for answer on 21.7.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.11.7.2023 
 

Expenditure for 
farmers welfare by 
Government 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

14 Rajya Sabha Question 
Dy.No.S169 due for answer on 
21.7.2023 

Letter forwarded 
by Ministry dt. 
12.7.2023 
 

Adequate access to 
Post-harvest 
Management facilities 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

15 Lok Sabha starred Diary 
No.1653 due for answer on 
25.7.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.12.7.2023 
 

Gap between Demand 
and Supply of food 
items. 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

16 Rajya Sabha starred/unstarred 
Q.DY.No.S664 due for answer 
on 21.7.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
13.7.2023 
 

Promotion of Aromatic 
Cultivation 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

17 Lok Sabha starred 
Q.Dy.No.1764 due for answer 
on 25.7.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
17.7.2023 
 

Schemes to promote 
Fox Nut cultivation 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

18 Lok Sabha unstarred 
Dy.No.5577 due for answer on 
1.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
25.7.2023 
 

Awareness regarding 
modern agricultural 
technology 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

19 Lok Sabha provisionally 
admitted Dy.No.4997 due for 
answer on 1.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
25.7.2023 
 

Centrally Sponsored 
Schemes 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

20 Lok Sabha starred Question 
Dy.No.5011 due for answer on 
1.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
26.7.2023 
 

Training and Skill 
Development of Youth 
in Agriculturre 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

21 Lok Sabha starred question 
Diary No.4668 due for answer 
on 1.8.203 

Letter 
forwarded26.7.2023 
by Ministry dt. 
 

Promotion of Cash 
and Horticulture crops 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

22 Lok Sabha starred question 
Dy.No.5011 due for answer on 
1.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
26.7.2023 
 

Training and Skill 
Development of Youth 
in Agriculture 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

22 Lok Sabha admitted Question 
No.1868 due for answer ron 
1.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
26.7.2023 
 

Modern Agricultural 
Technology 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 
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23 Rajya Sabha provisionally 
admitted starred/unstarred 
Diary No.U3230 due for 
answer on 4.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
26.7.2023 
 

Schemes/Programmes 
run by the 
Government of skill 
development and 
training of farmers 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

24 Rajya Sabha starred/ 
unstarred Diary No.S1411 due 
for answer on 8.12.23 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
29.11.2023 

Women in Agricultural 
Institutes or training 
centers 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

25 Lok Sabha unstarred Question 
No.349 due for answer on 
5.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
30.11.2023 
 

Demand and Supply 
of Local Indigenous 
grains  

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

26 Lok Sabha admitted starred 
Question Diary No.3157 due 
for answer on 12.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
4.12.2023 
 

Skill Development 
among farmers 
 
 
 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

27 Lok Sabha unstarred 
parliament question No.2637 
due for answer on 19.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
13.12.2023 
 

Training to farmers Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

 
RED CHILLI 
 

1 Lok Sabha unstarred 
Q.No.14096 due for answer on 
29.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
22.3.2023 

Export of Red Chilli Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

2. Lok Sabha unstarred Question 
No.6358 due for answer on 
2.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
27.7.2023 
 

Chilli Production Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

3 Lok Sabha Unstarred Diary 
No.7494 due for answer on 
19.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
15.12.2023 
 

Chilli Production Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

4 Private Members Resolution 
Lok Sabha on 15.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.12.12.2023 
 

Chilli Production in 
Andhra Pradesh 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

  Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
 

 Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

 
Betel Vine 
 

 
 

1 Lok Sabha Starred Question 
dy.No.11858 due for answer 
on 28.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry 
dt.17.3.2023 
 

Cultivation of Betel 
Leaves 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

2 Lok Sabha Unstarred 
Q.No.2634 due for answer on 
19.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
14.12.2023 
 

Problems of Betel 
Farmers 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 
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GINGER AND GARLLIC 
1 Lok Sabha starred Dy.No.5406 

due for answer on 14.3.2023 
Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
3.3.2023 
 

Garlic Production Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

2 Lok Sabha Starred Diary 
No.4797 due for answer on 
1.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
26.7.2023 

Production of Garlic Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

3 Lok Sabha un starred 
DY.,No.4117 due for answer 
on 12.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
4.12.2023 
 

Production of Garlic Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

 
ARECANUT 
 
 

1. Rajya Sabha matter raised 
during Zero hour on 
21.12.2022 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
1.2.2023 
 

Problems faced by 
Arecanut foarmers in 
Karnataka 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

2. Lok Sabha Dy.No.3016 (1036) 
due for answer on 8.2.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
31.1.2023 
 

Export of Arecanut Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

3. Rajya Sabha 
StarredQ..No.U248 due to 
answer on 2.2.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
24.1.2023 
 

Transportation of 
Arecanut produce in 
North-Eastern States 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

4.  Rajys Sabha provisionaly 
admitted Q.No.U2897 (U248) 
due to answer on 24.3.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
13.3.2023 
 

Transportation of 
Arecanut produce in 
North-Eastern States 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

5 Lok Sabha Unstarred Question 
Diary No.6522 due for answer 
on 2.8.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
24.7.2023 
 

Import of Arecanut Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

6 Rajya Sabha 
Starred/UYnstarred 
Dy.No.U2625 due to answer 
on 15.12.2023 

Letter forwarded by 
Ministry dt. 
4.12.2023 
 

Import of Arecanut 
 
 
 

Inputs provided 
to the Ministry 

 
 
5 Information as may be prescribed 
5.1 Such other information as may be prescribed [F.No.1/2/2016-IR 

dt.17.08.2016, F.No.1/6/2011-1R dt.15.4.2013] 

5.1.1 (a)  Name and details of Current FAAs & CPIOs 
 

Appellate Authority: Dr. Homey Cheriyan, Director 
Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, 
Calicut 673005, Kerala. Phone - 0495-2765501, Fax- 
0495-2765777, email : spicedte@nic.in. 
Residence: 2 B, Royal Harmony, K.T.Gopalan Road, 

Kottooli, Calicut: Phone: 04952742888 

Central Public Babulal Meena, Deputy Director, Directorate of Arecanut 
Information Officer: and Spices Development, Calicut 673005, Kerala. 

mailto:spicedte@nic.in
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 Phone - 0495-2369877, Fax- 0495-2765777 , email : 

 spicedte@nic.in 

 Residence: House No.525a/11, Meena Nivas, Meledath 

 Paramba, Kaipurathpalam Road, Mokavoor, Eranhikkal 

 P.O., Calicut 673 303. 

 

 

a. Earlier FAAs & CPIO from 1.1.2015 
 

Appellate Authority: Dr. Homey Cheriyan, Director 
Directorate of Arecanut and Spices Development, 
Calicut 673005, Kerala. Phone - 0495-2765501, Fax- 
0495-2765777 , email : spicedte@nic.in. 
Residence: 2 B, Royal Harmony, K.T.Gopalan Road, 
Kottooli, Calicut: Phone: 04952742888 

Central Public 
Information Officer: 

Babulal Meena, Deputy Director, Directorate of Arecanut 
and Spices Development, Calicut 673005, Kerala. Phone 
- 0495-2369877, Fax- 0495-2765777 , email : 
spicedte@nic.in. 
Residence: House No.525a/11, Meena Nivas, Meledath 
Paramba, Kaipurathpalam Road, Mokavoor, Eranhikkal 
P.O., Calicut 673 303. 

 
5.1.2 Details of third party audit of voluntary disclosure  

(a)  Dates of audit carried out  : 2022-23 
(b)  Report of the audit carried out : 2022-223 

 
5.1.3 Appointment of Nodal Officers not below the rank of Joint Secretary/ 

Additional HoD- 
K. Manojkumar, Research Officer has been appointed as Nodal officer for RTI 

vide office order No. F.No. 33/7/2013-Gen dated 27-03-2024. 

 

5.1.4 Consultancy committee of key stake holders for advice on suo-moto 

disclosure 

 

A Suo-Moto disclosure Committee has been constituted as under vide 

office order No. F.No. 6/1/2008-Gen dated 4th December, 2019. 

First Appellate Authority : Dr Homey, Cheriyan, Director  

Nodal Officer : K. Manojkumar, Research Officer 

 
CPIO : Shri Babulal Meena, Deputy Director 
 
DPIO : Smt Divya, C.V., Assistant Director 
 
DPIO : Shri. K. Manojkumar, Research Officer 
 

mailto:spicedte@nic.in
mailto:spicedte@nic.in
mailto:spicedte@nic.in
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DPIO : Shri C. Shunmuga Sundaram,   
Superintendent 

 
DPIO : Dr P.N.Jyothi, Junior Translation Officer 
 
 
 

 

5.1.6 Committee of PIOs/FAAs with rich experience in RTI to identify frequently 

sought information under RTI 

 

A Committee for frequently sought information has been constituted as under 

vide office order No. F.No. 6/1/2008-Gen dated 6th December , 2019. 

 

First Appellate Authority : Dr Homey Cheriyan, Director  
CPIO : Shri Babulal Meena, Deputy Director 
Nodal Officer : K. Manojkumar, Research Officer 
 

 
6. Information disclosed on own initiative 
 
6.1 Item/information disclosed so that public have minimum resort to use of 

RTI Act to obtain information 
 

As mostly information is disclosed in the suo-moto disclosure, there are no 

frequently  sought information under RTI. 

 
 
6.2  Guideline for Indian Government website (GIGW) is followed (released in 

February, 2009 and included in the Central Secretariat Manual of Office 
procedures (CSMOP) by Department of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances, Public Grievance and Pension, Govt. of India. 

 
Security Audit testing by NIC, RCEC have been done, which is complaint to 
GIGW. 

 
6.2.1 Whether STQC certification obtained and its validity 
 Consultation with NIC empanelled agency is going on for obtaining STQC. 
However, as the website is under revamping stage, on completion the necessary STQC 
certification will be obtained. 
 
 
6.2.2 Does the website show the certificate on the Website? 

 
 

*** 


